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To  the  Cluiirntayi  and  Members  of.  the  Education  Committee, 
County  Borough  of  Bury. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg-  to  subn^it  for  your  consideration  1113-  Annual  Report  on 
llie  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  School  Children  during- 
the  year  ended  December  31st,  1917. 


The  total  numljcr  of  children  inspected  during  the  year  is 
slightly  larger  than  the  corresponding  number  for  the  previous 
year.  In  the- continued  absence,  on  active  service,  of  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer,  the  '.vhole  of  this  work  has  devolved  on  m3-self. 

I may  here  call  attention  to  the  groat  difficult}'  in  obtaining 
satisfactory  treatment  for  certain  classes  of  defect,  e.g. , enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  owing  to  the  strain  on  the  resources  of  the 
local  hospital  caused  by  wounded  soldiers. 

The  size  of  the  Report  has  been  still  further  reduced  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  fny  thanks  to  the 
Director  of  Education  and  his  staff,  the  Mead  Teachers  of  the 
various  schools,  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  and 
to  the  School  Nurse  (Miss  L.  M.  Rishton)  for  the  assistance  they 
have  given  me,  and  to  30U,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  for  3'our 
courtesy  and  kind  sympathy. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  GRANVILLE  BUCKLEY. 


County  Borough  of  Bury 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


I. — METiiODS. 

The  methods  Dcloplcfl  during  1917  were  similar  to  tliose 
detailed  in  previous  Reports,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here.'  The 
groups  of  children  inspected  arc  : — 

1.  “Entrants.  ’’  ' ' 

2.  “ Leavers.  ’’ 

3.  “.Special  Cases.” 

II. — RESULTS. 

Number  of  Visits  to  Sclioois  and  Departments. 

-Number  of  visits  for  Medical  Inspection  ...  ...  124 

,,  other  purposes  47 

Total  1 71 


Number  of  Examinations  made  during  the  year. — The  total 
number  of  examinations  made  during  1917  was  3,73^:,  ai'.d  was 
made  up  as  follows  : — 


“ Entrants  ” 1025 

“ Leavers”  (ag-ed  12  and  m)...  744 

“ Specials  ” .' 85 

New  Cases  614 

Old  Cases  53b 

Other  Cases  examined  at  Oflice  728 


Routine 

Inspection 

Re- 

Inspection 


At  the  routine  inspections  369  entrants  and  67  lea^■crs  w<  re 
.absent. 


In  addition  to  the  aho\e.  a lari,''C  miniher  of  children  were 
examined  for  dirty  and  verminous  conditions,  sit^ns  of  infectious 


disease,  I've. 


In  'I'abic  I.  at  the  end  of  the  Report  will  l>e  found  particulars 
.as  to  the  ai^c  and  sex  of  tlie  children  inspecvetl,  while  Tabic  11. 
shows  their  ]ihysical  condition.  \ 


There  has  been  a markeil  yuprovemenl  in  the  cleanliness  of 
the  children  and  in  the  conditi<in  of  their  clothincf  and  footgear. 
Members  of  certain  families,  however,  continue  to  come  under 
notit'e  owiu”"  tci  their  dirtv  and  \a-rminous  condition,  and  in  one 
case  it  was  necessary  to  prosecute  the  parent.  Four  nu  nibers  of 
the  famih'  were  concerned,  and,  aftir  the  m.i^istratcs  h.id  twice 
adjourned  the  case  (for  .a  period  of  two  months  in  each  instance) 
the  pare  nt  was  fined  5s.  6d.  in  each  case,  or  tt^s.  in  all. 


The  attendance  of  parents  at  the  inspection  was  as  follows  . — 

“ Leavers  ” 7 per  cent. 

“ Entrants  ” 19  ,, 


Special  Cases. 

When  the  Medical  Officer  visits  a schfMil  lor  the  purpose  of 
Medical  Inspection,  advantji.qe  is  taken  of  the  opportunity  to 
examine  such  children  (not  fallin^r  into  either  of  the  two  classes. 
Entrants  " and  “ Leavers  ")  as  ha\e  been  noticed  by  the 
teachers  to  be  sufferinj^  from  some  palpable  disease  or  defect. 
The  total  number  of  such  children  broutt^ht  to  the  notice  of  the 
.^ledical  Officer  durintf  the  year  was  85,  a decrease  of  16  upon 
the  number  examined  in  tQib.  A summary  of  the  diseases  and 
defects  discovered  will  be  found  in  Table  11.  (paije  9). 

Miscellaneous  Examinations. 

These  consist  of  children  examined  at  the  office  and  comprise 
such  minor  ailments  as  dirty  and  verminous  conditions,  ringworm, 
impetii^’o,  Kc.  .Saturday  morninj.^  of  each  week  is  set  apart  for 
the  examination  of  these  children  at  the  Health  Office,  but  many 
children  attend  at  other  times. 
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During"  tlic  year  728  exammations  lia\f  been  marie  (;l  204 


children  ; — 

.No.  of 

No.  of 

CliiliJrtn  A/Tcctcd. 

Ex;tniin;itions. 

Dirty  and  \erminous  conditions  ... 

121 

...  440 

Ringworm  

^7  ••• 

.. . Ill 

l^ve  diseases  and  defects  

...  40 

J uberculosis  (Lungs)  

0 

7 

M ,,  suspected  ... 

1 

...  4 

,,  ((Hands)  

3 

...  15 

n (Bone)  

...  ....  I 

1 

Diseases  of  Xervous  .System  

. . . 7 

,,  Heart  and  Circulation 

j 

...  8 

\’arious  

29  .... 

...  92 

Nothing  found  

•••  3 

'I'otals 

204 

728 

III.— TRI:ATMENT. 

The  mctliofis  cmployerl  or  available  for  the  treatment  of  rlefrct? 
are  as  in  former  years,  and  have  been  fully  detailed  in  previous 
reports.  Owing  to  the  strain  on  the  resources  of  the  local  hos- 
pital considerable  delay  has  aris;en  in  olttaining  treatment  at  that 
institution.  There  are  children  who  have  been  awaiting  ireaimein 
for  upwards  of  iweh  e months  and  who  are  still  untreated. 


Table  1\’.  shows  the  number  of  defects  treated  during  1917. 


Tuberculosis. — Tlie  following  taljle  .giN  C.-,  particulars  of  school 
children,  sufferings  from  'I'nberrnlosis.  who  ha\e  received  Institu- 
tional Treatment  during  the  year  : — 


Hmiltf'J, 

Length 

Initials. 

Ai;v. 

Still  in  on 

I)i’vchnr{;<d. 

of  Sta\. 

J.c 

. 13  . 

...Ainswortl)  .Sanatorium  .. 

Ian.  22/17. 

..  22  dav 

R.A 

..Burv  Infirmarv 

.Mar.  23,17. 

..63  ,, 

M.R.  .. 

. 10  .. 

..Griindv  Convalescent  Home, 

Blackpool  

Dec.  22/17.. 

.160  ,, 

S.E.W.. 

. 8 .. 

.Children's  .Sanatorium, 

Southport  

lulv  23/17. 

Sep.  3 17  .. 

. 43  ,, 

ILJ 

. 13  .. 

,.Burv  Dispen.sarv 

1 luhscliar^ed 

Dec.  31/17.. 

.144  ,, 

N.C 

. 10  . 

..Burv  Dispensarv 

.....Xu},'.  10/17. 

Doc.  31/17.. 

.144  „ 

N.R 

,.  5 . 

..Pcndleburv  Hospital  

.Sep.  l-t/17.. 

. 31  „ 

T.J.  ;.... 

. 12  . 

..Burv  Dispensary.. 

Oct.  0.17.. 

. 20 

L.  F 

. 11  .. 

.Children's  .Sanatorium,- 

1 ndi5ichaixed 

Southpoi'l  

....Nov.  l.S/17. 

Dec.  31/17.. 

. 44  „ 

T.J 

. 12  . 

. ..\inb\vortIi  Sanatorium  .. 

...Nov.  21/17. 

Doc.  31/17.. 

. 41 

J.R 

..  8 . 

..Bowdon  Sanatorium 

Doc.  31  17.. 

. 33  „ 

I 


6 


Diseases  of  tlie  I'.ye. — Duriiiij  the  year  57  cliildreii  were 
e^a^linc(l  by'  the  ojdilhalniic  surs^eon.  Spectacles  were  prescribed 
I in  47  cases,  and  of  these  44  ha\e  olitained  glasses. 

r 

L In  six  cases  llie  parents  wiwe  considered  too  poor  to  pay  for 

F .-'jx-clacles,  and  the  cost  was  defrayed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  the 

j Local  Authority. 

' The  comparatixely  small  number  of*  children  examined  for 

I eye  defects  is  due  to  the  fact  that  tlie  Ophthalmic  Suri^eon  (Dr. 
Williamson)  was  c.illcd  up  f(,)r  service  and  a considerable  interxal 
elapsed  before  his  successor  (Dr.  Harrv)  w as  appointed. 

I IV.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

^ Durini^  the  year  1917  the  follow  ing  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

I occurrinj4  amony  school  children  were  notiiied  to  the  Medical 
i Othcer  of  Health  : — 


.Scarlet  I'ever  61 

Diphtheria  116 

Measles  725 

Chicken-Pox 70 


4 Closure  of  Schools. — During  the  year  the  following  schools 

I have  been  closed  on  account  (jf  the  prex  alence  of  Infectious  Disease 

* among  the  scholars  : — 

T St.  Chad’s,  Infants*  Dejxarlment  : October  23rd  to  Noxember 

i j6th.  Scarlet  Lexer  and  Diphtheria. 

George  .Street,  Infants’  Department  : November  ist  to  Xovnn- 
^ ber  2’;rd.  Measles. 

■it 

* .\11  Saints’,  Infants’  Department:  .Noxember  1st  to  November 

23rd.  Measles. 

I George  Street,  Mixed  Department  : November  2nd  to  November 

t 23rd.  .Measles. 

■k- 

St.  Paul’s  (Hell),  Infants’  Dejjartment  : November  12th  to 

I November  30th.  Chicken  Pox  and  Whooping  Cough. 

^ East  W’ard  Council,  Infants’  Department  : November  27th  to 

^ December  14th.  Whoo])ing  Cough. 

St.  Joseph’s,  Infants’  Department:  December  3rd  to  December 

; * 2ist.  Whoojiing  Cough,  Chicken  Pox,  and  Measles. 

'f 

••  f 

.i 
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Clcrke  Street,  Infants’  Dopartment  : December  nth  to 
December  21st.  Measles. 

(juardian  .Anj^^els’,  Infants’  Department:  DecejnbeT  11th  to 
December  21st.  .Measles. 

lirnnsw ick,  Infants'  Dej;arinKnt  : December  J7th  to  December 
2isl.  Measles. 

Education  (Provision  of  Meals)  Act,  1906. 

.\’o  necessity  lias  arisen  during  the  year  to  put  the  .Act  into 
force. 


SUMMARY  of  the  Work  of  the  SCHOOL  NURSE 
during  the  year  1917. 


446  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  various  school  departments. 

I'his  number  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

124  \isits  with  the  Medical  Olliccr  to  assist  at  the  routine 
inspection. 

34O  visits  for  other  purposes — examination  of  children  for 
cleanliness,  ^c. 

1,395  ''i-'''ks  and  re-visits  ha\e  been  made  to  the  homes  of  dirty 
children  and  children  found  on  .Medical  Inspection  to  be  suffering 
from  some  disease  or  defect. 

X'isils  were  paid  to  all  the  .schools  for  the  purpose  of  gi\ing 
instruction  to  the  children,  especially  the  girls,  in  personal  clean- 
liness, the  care  of  the  hair,  \c. , and  io,8gi  children  were  inspected 
for  cleanliness. 

Nine  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon’s 
rooms  to  assist  in  the  examination  of  children  with  defective 
vision,  and  in  the  case  of  the  children  examined  by  him  (57) 
atropine  has  been  introduced  into  the  children’s  eyes  by  the  nurse 
on  the  day  previous  to  examination. 

Note  : — The  following  Tables,  1.,  11.,  and  1\'.,  are  prescribed 
by  the  Board  of  Education.  It  has  not  Ixen  possible  this  vear 
to  obtain  the  particulars  required  for  Tables  111.  and  \ . 


TABI^E  I.  Number  of  Children  Inspected  ist  January,  1917,  to  31st  December, 

A — “Code”  CiKoups. 
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TABLE  II.— Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical 

Inspection  iu  1917. 


. 

Code  Groui’s. 

Sreciads. 

Number 

1 .Number 

Defects  or  Disease. 

Nisnibrr 
referred  for 
Treatment. 

■ 

requiring  to 
\n  kepi  under 
obierv.'iti(»n, 
but  not 
referred  for 
Treatment.  ! 

j 

! requirintf  to 
.Numhrr  jbr  kej.t  iinJcr 
.referred  for  obsM\ alien, 

J re.itrneiit.  but  not 

1 referred  for 
j Treatrnenf. 

1 

1 2. 

1 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Ifinutrltion  

I 

1 •• 

G6 

Jncleanlinoss : Hp.-kI  

! 114 

.. 

l?oc)y 

25 

kin:  Riiigworiii,  head 

1 

Ringwoim,  body  

i 

•• 

1 

Sc.abies  

10 

Iin[Xfiigo  

11 

3 

Other  disease 

3 

2 

ye:  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  

153 

• • 

35 

I-hsternal  eye  disease 

15 

1 

er  : Defective  hearing 

27 

5 

Rar  disease  

41 

, , 

1 

tefh:  Dental  di.sease 

38S 

•• 

. , 

. . 

oso  and  Throat:  I-'nlarged  Tonsils 

(i.3 

137 

3 

1 

.Adenoids 

32 

9 

9 

1 

I'nlargwi  Tonsils  and  .\denoids  

•25 

5 

3 

Defective  .-.ijeech 

•• 

•• 

1 

eart  end  Circulation:  Heart  disease,  org.inic  ... 

30 

, , 

1 

Heart  disease,  functional  

n 

O 

, , 

.\nreiTiia 

O 

7 

1 

ungs:  I’ulinonarv  tuberculosis — Deliiviie  

0 

Suspected  ... 

3 

, , 

Chronic  bronchitis 

13 

•• 

1 

Other  disease  

• • 

f-rvoiis  System:  Fqdlepsv 

1 

, , 

. . 

Chorea 

1 

• • 

1 

Other  disease  

4 

• • 

•• 

on-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis:  Olamls 

2 

1 

Rones  and  Joints  

. , 

••  1 

Other  forms  

• • 

••  1 

itkets  

1 

10 

Eformities 

13  1 

« • 

i 

liter  defects  or  diseases  

16  ! 

1 

14 

4 
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3 
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were  prosecuted  and  convictions  obtained — four  of  ;£.10  each,  two 
of  each,  and  one  of  tiie  vendor  in  the  latter  case  having 

been  pre\iouslv  convicted  for  a similar  offence. 

Two  of  the  defendants  appealed  aifainst  their  convictions, 
l)ut  their  appeals  were  dismissed,  allhoiiefh  the  penalties  were 
reduced  in  one  case  from  j£'10  to  20/-,  and  in  the  other  from 
^/50  to  ;£/20. 

N'o  preservatives  were  found  in  any  of  the  samples  of  milk. 

The  samples  of  mary^arinc  were  of  rcood  quality,  containing- 
boric  acid  as  a preservative,  hut  the  samples  of  butter  were  very 
rancid  and  unpalatable  and  contained  boric  acid  not  exceeding- 
0.50  per  cent.  The  fats  present  were,  however,  g-enuine  butler 
fats. 


The  samples  examined  called  for  no  comment. 

The  percentage  of  adulteration  is  equal  to  8 per  cent. 

I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOS.  J.  HUTCHINSON,  F.I.C., 

Borough  .Analyst,  County  Borough  of  Bury. 
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